
TORNADO SWEEPS
STATE, LEAVING
DEADINITS WAKE

At Seward, Ten Lives
Are Lost and Many

Injured.
VICTIMS CAUGHT
IN WRECKED HOMES
Omaha in Path of Storm, and
Residents, Mindful of Easter
Disaster, Rush to Their Cel¬

lars.Later Reports Ex¬
pected to Swell List

of Fatalities.

S«w«.tA, NeK, Max 14/.A. tornado
Which took a toll of ten lives, In¬
jured thirty-odd persons and destroy¬
ed more tha-n a third of thin town, oc-
ourrcd shortly before 0 o'clock this
evening. Twenty-two residences were
destroyed, and many more wero partly
wrecked, hut the business portion ot
the pluoe did not crr«»tly Buffer.
Tho identified dead are:
Mr*. David Hoover.
Mm. William llfflinter,
Mr*. <"hrlj» Wajinrrman.
Mr*. II. I.. Wnsnernian.
J. SHiultr., Ilurllncton section forr-

mva,
"lK-Tenr-old daughter of Srlioltx.
Mr«. It. Imlay.
Samuel (rim.
Mm. Ktlvrnrda.
The tornado struck the residence

portion of Seward and swept every¬
thing in Its path. Most of those killed
were caught In the wreckage of then
homes.
The tornndo, after passing through

Reward, continued to the northeast.
Tteports to-night snv that tho t</wnk
of Tomaro, 1 Aishton, Grafton anil SI'.-
Cool Junction were wiped out. Foiir
persons are reported killed at Tomaro,
and several at Mct'ool Junction. Utlca
wan In the path of tho twister.

Before the last telephone wire w»nt
down, an appeal was sent to Lincoln
to semi physicians and undertakers

ncports froni surrounding sections
Indicate that the effects of tho tornado
\«»-re felt over a wldo range of terri¬
tory.
The tornado was followed !n Sew¬

ard by a h:il! and rain storm. To¬
night the town was without light.

Mate Is Jitorni-Snrpl.
Omaha, Neb., May 14..Nebraska

was storm-swept again late this af¬

ternoon, and many people were killed
and wounded in tornadoes, wnleh ar<

reported from different parts of the
State. At Seward, N*-b.. ten people uto

known to have been killed and thirty
were wounded. It is believed day¬
light will show a much greater deatn
list In the town Itself as well us in
the country surrounding that city.

Staplehurst. a small town seven
miles from Seward, is reported ns hav¬
ing been xviped off the map. The
death loss cannot be secured to-night,
as the telephone and telegraph wires
Into the place have failed.
At ...cCool many hom«a were de¬

stroyed, hut there were no deaths.
Omnha and South umaha were hit

by a stronp windstorm. A few houses
were wrecked, but there were no
deaths. Telephone and telegraph wires
are down In every direction, and re¬
ports are slowly coining' in of cyclones
In other portions of the State.
Lushton, Neb. a small town near

Reward, is one of the places reported
Completely destroyed. The report can¬

not bo confirmed as the wires Into the
town are down.

Thin afternoon was hot and sultry
fell through the State, and late In the

(Continue! On Third Page.)

WILL MEET AGAIN
TO DISCUSS UNION
OFTWO CHURCHES

Delegates of Unj£ed and
Southern Assemblies
Make Progress.

ANOTHER SESSION
SET FOR FRIDAY

Final Report Then Will Be Pre¬
pared and Submitted to Inter¬
ested Bodies.Wording of
"Elect Infant Clause" Ques¬
tion of Interest to Mem¬

bers of Assembly.

Atlanta, Or., Mar 14..After a day
devoted to numerous preassembly con¬
ferences, till of which were well at-
tended, the Pan-American Pentecost
wan formally launched to-nicrht. when
the T"nlt«d Presbyterian Assembly held

I its Initial meeting. Assembling of the
Northern and Soufcorn churches will
begin their sessions to-morrow morn¬
ing-, the joint assembly extendingthrough ten days
Chief in Interest among the pre-

ftBnemhlj' conferences held to-day wan
the Joint meeting of representatives of
the United and Southern asNomhlies, to
discuss the union of the two churches.
It was announced to-night that while
proKross had been made at the meeting,
another session has been set for Fri¬
day, at which time a final report will
ho prepared and submitted to the as¬
semblies of the two Interested churches

Slodcrutor'n .Sermon.
A feature of especial interest at the

opening session of the United Assemblyto-night was the farewell sermon of
Dr. II. II. Bell, of Han Francisco, re¬
tiring moderator. A number of im¬
portant .committee reports were alsomade public, among these behiK a re¬
cord of the work done by the churchduring the year, submitted by the Com¬mittee upon Narrative and State of Re¬ligion. Reports were also submitted byCommittees upon Rural Churches, In¬dustrial Conditions. Young People's\\ ork, Brotherhood and other import¬ant bodies. Action upon these reportswill be taken by the Assembly on Fri¬day.
At the sessions of the. Northern and

Southern assemblies to-inorrow morn-
lng, elections will bo hold to select
successors to Dr. Mark a. Matthews,of Seattle, \\"a«-h.. and Dr. Thomas .S.
Clvce. of Sherman. Tex., moderators
of the respective bodies. Tho selection
of these moderators, and the farewell
sermons by th* retiring heads of the
two assemblies will be the chi-f events
of Inter est for the day, To-inorrow
night tlx- first general session of tiie
Joint assembly will be lielJ.

"Fleet Infant Clatnie."
Much Interest centres about the con¬

ference of representatives of the
.->outh<-rn assembly to consider the ad¬
visability of altering the wording of
tiie "elect Infant clause." While defi¬
nite action may bo taken. It ie believed
that thnr* will be no renewal of ac¬
tivity looking toward effecting any
change in tho present wording of the
clause.
Action in tills matter was fir«t taken

as the result of. overtures from the
"master assembly" of the Southern
Presbyterian Church, and was sub¬
mitted to the presbyteries for action,ratification requiring a two-thirds vote!
It is reported on good authority that
the amendment to the infant clause
failed to be ratified by the presby¬teries. Had it been favorably acted
upon it would have been referred back
to the pesent general assembly for
passage.
Taking an active par* 1n the confer¬

ences and assembly sessions are four
delegates from the Far F.ast, these be-
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SUFFRAGETTES SEND
BOMB TO MAGISTRATE

Court OIT1c« Averts K
by Plunging It in been traced to the scholars

Striking evidence of the extensive
operations of the militant suffragettes
and tho bad effect on the women's cause
of the outrages committed by them
was given to-day on the resumption

Water.
Lond-on, May 14..A business-like

"bomb addressed to Henry Curtis Ben¬
nett, the police magistrate, w ft3 do- 1tjlft hearing- j,t How Street I'ollcelivered by & letter carrier at How Court of the charges against the suf-Street Police Court to-day. The. pack- friVgette leaders. They are chargedago was marked "immediate." but, dis- with tho infringement of maliciousBiking tho lookh of It, tiie eautlou6 damage to property acts.
court oflioer took It outside and Those who occupied the prisoners'plunged It Into a pall of water. inclosure were Miss Harriet RebeccaWhen tho package was opened It Kerr, Miss Agnes Hake, Miss Rncliael
was found to contain a tin tobacco Barret, Miss Beatrice .Saunders, Miss
Toox, bound with wire and 111 led with Annie Kenny. Mrs. I,aura Lenn and the
gunpowder, shot and a cartridge. At- analytical chemist, Clayton. The case
tached to the cap end of tho cartridge against "General" Mrs. Flora Drum-
was a nail, which, If II had been struck, niond was postponed until July, owing
would have IIrod tho bomb and ex-¦ ',er illness.
plodcd Its contents.

T
THI "f »n»"«Ke "one.

Suffragette bombs were found to- , ,
a an<1 post-ofllce offi-

flny In one of tho passenger c<u-s of a V'1 s °'s ' '' nsiI° } ° **lC:l* damage
...T_ done to the mails hv chemicals andtrain running between Klngston-on- , M

' 11 3

Thames nnd T,ondon, on the South- le|. boxes
' ' ",e 1<n

western Railway. TMb makes tne The former business manager of Thothird outrage of the kind on tlys same jjuffrag'ette testified that his servicesline within two months. On the train s wero dispensed with by the militantarrival at Waterloo terminus, the con- >Societv because Mrs. IOmmellne Pank-ductor noticed in one of the compart- hurst thought it better that only wo-merits threo ,parcels which aroused men should conduct tho paper.suspicion. IOii Jnvestlgation two of As lo the loss of circulation by Thethem were found to contain tin ennis- Suffragette, he told Mrs. Pankhups't thotors fl+led with combustibles and decrease was due to tho loiter box raids,wrapped in suffragette placards. X'o but she said that could not bo possible,explosion occurred, and the bombs because when the women wore most
were handed over to the police.

Work of "Arson Squiiil.*'
A militant suffragette "arson squad"

destroyed a large untenanted residence,

militant they were most successful.
Archibald Bodkin, treasury counsel,

attempted tp elicit from the accountant
who audited the books of the Women's

the Highlands, at Sanddale-on-Seo, j ^ocla' ant* Political Union what ho¬
nour (Folkestone, on the JCnglish Chan-I ''ai"° so-called secret service
nel, last night. Post enrds addressed f $l,2i>0,000, of which tho news-
to tho "Dishonorable Prlmo Minister" PftP'-r- - Suffragette, announced
and to Ithe "Dishonorable Reginald >.0,000 hud been raised The ac¬

countant wan unable to tel).
Tho accountant produced the salary

MoKenna, Home Secretary," wero left
about tho premises. There was a post ' 7^,,, , ,,S 'V

, . ..
.....

* hooK, Croin wnicJi it appoared tho navcard tearing the words "We hopo of th0 mlllUxnt movement leaders wasthis Is not a poor widow's house." fWlt An.i«Schoolboys aro helping militant
pufTragettes In thoir reign of terror.
f-.L .-.¦¦¦ .

MOUNTAIN RXC'tTUffON TO WRSTEUNKORTH CAROI.1NA Mny 2P. Farov roiiml.w'fii to H°00, fjeod ten days. SouthernJUliffMV'Wr Wain eu

not princely. Miss Annie Kenny re¬
ceived 521 weekly. "CJenornl" Mrs.
Flora Drummond and Miss Harriot Re¬
becca Kerr, $17.30; Mrs. Beatrice Saun¬
ders and Miss Rachael Barret, $15. and
Miss Laura I.ennox, $10. Miss Chrlsta-

{Continued Oft bucouijl Jfago.y '

STREET-CORNER
MEETINGS HELD

I BY EVANGELISTS
I

__

(Feature of Southern
Baptist Convention

at St. Louis.

! REPORTS ARE MADE
j ON OPENING DAY
Dr. Edwin C. Dargan Re-Elected

j President, and William Elly-
son, of Richmond, Made One

of Vice-Presidents.Vir¬
ginia Second in Gifts to

Foreign Missions.

rRpeolfil to The Times-Dispatch.]
Ft. T/ouis. May 14..Twenty-two

evanfcelists attending th« sixty-seventh
annwR.1 Southern Baptist Convention,
¦which opened at the Third Baptist
Church this aft«*~noon. conducted a
series of street services on thu princi¬
pal coiners of the down-town district
to-night. It Is expected that much
will be accomplished In the way of
awakening In the city a religious
spirit that will aid In the work ot
r'forrn to bo dlFcnssr-d at the conv»n-
tlon.

j According to Dr. Kdwin C. Dargan.
president of the convention, there is
a ne»>d of eloper union of all denomi¬
nations In church work. and some
means of bringing this about will be
considered at the present meetlr.fr
The convention will also formulate

plans for the relebratlori of the first
centennial of the birth of Adlronram
Judson, the first Baptist foreign mis¬
sionary. It Is proposed to raise a
fund of probably ji,500,000 to be known
as the .ludson fund, for the benefit of
the Baptist educational Institutions.
The return of the old-fashioned

methods of tt-a«-hinE: the Bible In Sun-
day schools also will furnish a atopic

I of discussion at the present ronven-
tlon. So»ne of the delegates are of tne
oninlon that too much entertainment
1h being offered the Sunday school
children, and not enough time is spent
In teaching them the truth of the
Bible.
The following officers were re¬

elected:
Edwin Charley Dargan. Macon, Oa.,

president; I.anslng Burrows, Amerlcus,
(in., and Oliver Fuller Gregory, Staun¬
ton. Va. secretaries: Ocnrge W. Nor-
ton, Louisville. Ky., treasurer, and Wil¬
liam P. Harvey. Hatrodsburg, Ky.,
auditor.
The following vice-presidents were

elected: M. H. Wollard. Dallas: T B.
Trlgreet, .Tackson, Tenn.; WillWim Kllv-
son. Richmond, and Pr. A. G. Wash¬
burn. McAlester, Okla.

More Schooln Xrfdcfl.
In conjunction with the convention,

the annual m'-etlnfj of the trustees ot
the Southern Baptist Theological sem¬
inary is being held. At the meeting
of the trustees this morning, the rc-
port of the president of tho semln-
ary showed that the attendance this
year of 329 students Is the largest tn
the history of the school, and a.skeu
for the establishment of several new
schools. There arc sixteen vacancies
in th«? board to be tilled at this meet¬
ing.
The foreign mission board reports

show that, so far. there has been sub-
scribed for the $1,500,000 Judson cen
tennial fund J251,m)0. of which over
13 <,000 has been paid in.

In the roll of Stat<\s for gifts to for¬
eign missions. Virginia stands second.
her figures being $76,513.83. North
Carolina gave to this object $4S.-
l'GS.02. For home missions Virginia
gives $R».2S6.84, and North Carolina
$L'S.S20.
To-morrow «.t the meeting of the

Women's Missionary Union, Mrs. Kate
Hinklo, of Virginia, will respond to

! the address of weloome, nnd Miss
Fannie K S. Peck, of Raleigh. N. C.
will read tho president's report. For
the other sessions of the women's
meetings among the speakers are Mrs.
Julian P. Tromis, Miss Olive Bigby,
and Miss Margaret Tweedy, of Vir¬
ginia.
So far. Virginia has only twenty-

eight delegates on the ground, and
North Carolina twenty.
Nashville and Ashevllle are asking

for tho convention next year. This
matter will not come up until Monday
afternoon, the lost session of the body.The first Issue of the Dally Bulletin,
a little paper published by the enter¬
taining church for the convenience of
the guests, contains a life-like picture
ot' Dr. Edwin C. Dargan, president of
the convention.
Among those present from Virginia

nro William Kllyson, Richmond: R. D.
Garland. C. I'. Ryland, G. IT. Broyles,
J. W. Cainmack. F. H. 'Martin, J. FT.
IVarcy, Sparks W. Melton, T. ClaggettSkinner. R. A. McFarlnnd, Georgo Brax¬
ton Taylor. R. ,T. Willingham, W. II.
Smith, J. W. Durham, D. T. Wilson,Charles K. Fretwell, J. T. Watts. T. B.
Ray, C. C. Cox, A. C. Tomlinson, G. I.
Hoeser, J. R. Johnson, .T. T. Henderson,i W. C. Royal, G. X. Saunders, R. C.
l'hillips and J. S. Jones.

Couvcution Sermon.
To-night tho convention was preach-ed by Rev. T. W. O'Kolly, of Raleigh,X. C. His text was II. Cor.. 8:14: "That

there may be equality." The preachordeclared that men are not born equaland with equal opportunities, but to-
clay the world in awakening to demand
for all men to have thoir rights. "This
Is no tiew discovery," he said, "for
Jesus Christ was the world's first great
commoner, the world's universal man.
Jesus Christ extended his hand to lift
men to his level. Equality is the greatringing word of the gospol. There
must he social service so far as it is
In accord with tho gospel. Caring for
the poor is not the discovery of tho
modern socialist, but of Jesus Christ.
Tho church should do this work of so-
cial service not with the red flag of
anarchy, hut the white flag of Jesus
Christ. But deeper than the physical
needs of men ate the needs of their
souls. The great task of tho church is
preaching the gospel, remembering tho
awful fact of sin.

In our homo land, in our greatjcities, in our foreign fields there is
(Continued On Second Pnjfc )

KX<"'UHS10N TO ASliEVlI.l.K AND
Hl.ACK MOUNTAIN, N. O., May 2», l*<W-
oixico, 001 a, Muio,

He Will Sign Alien Land Bill

Govrnvon hiram john'son. or cai.iporxia.

LETTER OF DEMOCRAT
USED AGAINST PARTY

ATTACKS HIS WIFE; I
IS FATALLY SHOT:

Nephew of Judge Speer Dying,
and Woman and Chauffeur

Are Under Arrest.
Jacksonville, Fla., .May :4.. H. l\

McNeill, a nephew of United States
Jndge Kinory Speer, of Georgia, was.
shot and probably fatully wounded In

j a scuffle with his wife to-day at
Pablo Beach. Mrs. McNeill and Plush
l.ee, the McNeill's negro chauffer, both
were placed under arrest pending an
lnvestigat ixn by the county officials.
The McNeills left .Jacksonville early

this morning for l'ablo Beach in their
automobile. According to statements
attributed to Mrs. McNeill and tho
chauffer, the former was attacked by
McNeill. After the woman was knock-
«-d down, she grappled with McNeill,
who, according to the statements, baa
drawn a revolver and was attempting
to shoot her. In the schufflo which

| followed, the pistol was discharged,
the bullet entering McNeill's bead just
behind the ear. The wounded man was
rushed to a hospital, where physicians 1
state that he cannot recover.

COMPLAINT IS FILED
\ortli (nrolliwi Shippers Allr.jre South¬
ern Is DlMorliiiiiiutins' Aft'iiinMt Them.
Washington, May 14..A petition

was tiled late to-day with the Inter-
state Commerce Commlsison by the
Odell Hardware Company, of flreens-
boro. N. C., and other North Carolina
shippers against the Southern Hallwayand other lines operating in the South-
eastern territory, which is the culml-
nation of a protracted contest over
rates to and from North Carolina
points. The complaint alleges that the
railroads discriminate against North
Carolina cities in favor of what, tech-
nlcally, is known hh the "Virginia
cities" territory, and that, by this
discrimination the manufacturingcentres of North Carolina are deprived
of the advantages of location and nnt-
ural resources. The commission is re¬
quested to readjust the North Carolina
freight rate struct urn on a basis of
equity and nondiscrimination.

ARRANGING DETAILS
IIr.VIIII I)l.seiis.sr« ArrniiKcmentx for

I*11 it American Pence Conference.
Washington, May 14..SecretaryBryan had a conference to-day with

the Brazilian ambassador and the Ar¬
gentine and Chilean ministers to dis-
cuss preliminary arrangements for the
fifth I'an-American conference, which'
the governing board of the Pan-Amor-
ican I'nion decided several days ago jshould be held in Santiago, Chile, in
the latter part of 1314. The secretary
and the South American represen-
tatives named were appointed a coin-
mittee to draft a preliminary rule, a(.tentative program of the questions to

'.be discussed at the conference and to
arrange for the other features of the
conference.

LEWIS INTRODUCES BILL
He Would Have Minimum AVnste In

I'Vtlcrnl and Interstate Work.
Washington, May 14..Senator James

Hamilton Bewis. of Illinois, Introduced
to-dav as his Mrst bill a measure toestablish a national wage commission
to provide a system for Insuring* a
minimum wage in all work pertaining
to the Federal government, public ser-
vice corporations and all concerns
doing an interstate business. The
president would be authorized to ap¬
point a wane commissioner in eachcongressional district, who would ban-
die appeals charging violation of mini-
mum wage regulations. The hill would j'appropriate $500,000 for expenses and
salaries of such a commission.

Flnglcr 1* Very Wcuk,
West Palm Beach. Fla., May 14..

Henry M. Flagler, the capitalist, to¬night was reported to be very weak.
It >vas stated that h« was unable to
take nourishment. Mr. Flagler has

ill at his home hero for severalweeks. j
KXCUUSION TO HENDERSONVIM,K. I
HOT SPRIXOS ami Wuynesvllle, N. C. Aluy 1
its, |».W. Office, 80? JC. Main, j

Introduced by Ransdell, It Bit¬
terly Assails Underwood

Sugar Schedule.
"Washington. May 14..Using an

"original Wilson man" from Michigan.
with a fluent pen for an oracle, the
antlfreo sugar Democrats, led by Sen¬
ator Ransdell. of Louisiana, assailed
the Underwood sugar schedule in the
Senate to-day, despite strenuous efforts
of Senator Simmons and other Demo¬
crats to stop tho flow of the attack.
Republicans enjoytid the efforts of

the Democratic leaders to prevent the
reading of a long letter submitted by
Senator Ransdell, written by Lewis C.
Rowley, of Lansing, in which free sugar
advocates were characteriBed as "ac-
oursod, unpardonable apostles of Demo¬
cratic faith." and the free sugar sched-'
ule as "a boomerang to knock out the
Democartic party."

tirin It Ilefore Senate.
With Republican votes. Senator Rans¬

dell was aided in getting the long epis¬tle before the Senate as a part of the
argument against the proposed sugar
tariff. It precipitated lively discussion
between the Kouisianan and Senatois
.lames, Myers, Simmons and other
Democratic lenders. In his plea from
Michigan, President Wilson's attitude
on sugar, the party platform pledgesand the President's campaign pledges
not to hurt any legitimate industry
were recalled, the writer declaring"there is almost imminent danger that
in his almost hilarious enthusiasm for
the Democratic ideals, the President
will 'try to do too much.'"
The Democrats also were forced to

hear from this sainn trenchant Michi¬
gan protestant that "the statesman or
party leader who, in formulating im¬
portant legislative measures, does not
take into consideration the psychologi¬
cal effect as well as the ultimate prac¬
tical results of these measures, is a
raw hand at the business." He said
he did not believe President Wilson was
"that kind of an immature leader."

i*cfuss© to bollovo. ho continued,
"that the President will commit the
party to radical courses which how
ever sound theoretically are calculated
to alarm and alienate large numbers
of voters in many ol' the most populous
agricultural sections of the counti>.

Republicans applauded when the
Senate clerk read: "Is free trade, too.
inscribed as tho party gonfalon which
erstwhile bore the immortal watchword
,,f free silver?" and again when tho
admonition was sounded that the
"Democratic party would better effect
Changes moderately and safely rather
thnn hastily and at the dictates of a
caucus, too many of whose members
leave their private judgments and con¬
sciences where tho Mussulman loaves
liis shoes.outside tliu door."

Penrose Inject# l.evity.
Senator Penrose later injected levity

into the proceedings when Senator Sim¬
mons. on behalf oT the Finance Com¬
mittee. tried to get an agreemont for
a vote on the question of public hear¬
ings 011 the Underwood bill. 1 iie 1 onn-
sylvania Senator emphatically denied
that he had any Ulen of conducting a
filibuster on tho Issue, lie had asked
for public hearings, he said, because
he conscientiously believed that they
should bo held, and he felt sure that
tho Senator from North Carolina had
not entertained any idea that he evei
had captained any "legislative piratical
craft."

"While Senator Simmons was oncioa\-
oring to tlx a time for a vote, the time
for tho consideration of tho matter
expired, and again it went over until
to-morrow, when tho Deraoc rats will
endeavor to bring the reference <>r tho
bill and tho Republican public hearing
amendment to a vote.

Discussing the attitude of the Demo¬
cratic party toward the sugaiSenator James asked Senator RansdellTf he did not think that the Platform
of tho party gave fair .warning to
Louisiana. Mr. Ransdell, emphatically
replied. "No." and the Kentucky . en-
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KXCUItHION TO I.AKK TOX A\V
May '.!!>. JIO.IX). via Southern Hallway- Ottlce.
tx>7 JB. Main SU

DUTY TO HIS STATE
COMPELS JOHNSON
TO SIGN LAND BILL

Governor of California Refuses to Veto Meas¬
ure Which Japan Has Declared an

Insult to Its National Honor.
HE BELIEVES STATE IS WITHIN

ITS MORAL AND LEGAL RIGHTS
In Message to Secretary of State Bryan, Johnson Points

Out That Treaties Have Been Rigidly Observed;That Proposed Law Is Not So Drastic as Some En¬
acted by Other States, as AVell as by Federal Gov¬
ernment, and No Nation Can Justly Take Offense.
Measure Follows State Constitution, Toward Which
There Never Has Been-Protest.Must Sign Measure
Which Is Approved by Conscience of People,

Sacramento, C'al., May li5.."My duty to my Stato compels me to ap¬prove the action of the Legislature," declared Governor Hiram W. Johnsonthis afternoon in his reply to Secretary of Stnte Bryan's Sunday night ines- '

sage, urging the veto of the aiitialirn land hill. The Governor later sait^he 'would sign the hill, adding that there would he no undue haste in-doing so. Asked if he would sign it to-day, he replied:"It may he twenty-four hours, possibly forty-eight or seventy-two hours,before 1 sign it."
The full text of the Governor's message follows:
"William J. Bryan, Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.:

"Your very courteous telegram relating to the alien laud billreached me late Sunday night. 1 take it from our conversations and
your request made to me to withhold executive action until oppor¬tunity was accorded for the presentation of suggestions from the Fed¬
eral government, that your telegram embodies what It was your wishand the wish of the President to say to us before final action.

"In this response, it is my design most respectfully to present thesituation from our standpoint, and the views that actuated our Legis¬lature in passing the bill, and that Impel me to sanction it.
Problem Is Very Grave One for State.

"For many years a very grave problem, little understood In the
East, lias confronted California; a problem, the seriousness of which
has been recognized by statesmen in our nation, and having been
viewed with apprehension by the poople of this State. When the
present Constitution of California was adopted, more than thirty years
ago, it contained the following declaration:

'.'The presence of foreigners Ineligible to become citizens'of the
United States is declared to be dangerous to the well-being of the State,and the Legislature shall discourage their immigration by all means
within Its power.'

"Of late yeare our problem from another angle has become acute,and the agitation has been continuous in the last decade in reference
to our agricultural lands, until llnally affirmative action in an at¬
tempted solution became imperative.

"This attempted solution Is found in the action of our Legislaturein the passage of the alien land bill. In the phraseology of this bill,1 in those whom it affects, in Its scope and in its purpose, we believe
we arc within our legal and our moral right, and that we are doingonly what Is imperatively demanded for the protection and preservu- .

tion of our State. In this enactment we have kept ever lu mind our
national good faith. asvevIdonced by existing treaties, and our desire
and anxiety have been to act only In such fashion as would commend
us to our sister States and \youId justify us to our fellow-countrymen.

Existing Treaties Are Made Part of the Land Law.
"The objections to our bill are based, first, upon the treaty obliga¬tions of the nation, and, secondly, upon the assertion that our act isoffensive and discriminatory. The protest to our measure, as yourtelegram states, comes from the representative of Jnpan. The billthat Is now before mo, as you know, provides substantially in its firstHection that all aliens eligible to citizenship under the laws of theUnited States may acquire real property in the same manner as citi¬zens of the United States, and the second section provides that all aliensother than those mentioned in the first section may acquire real prop¬erty In the manner and to the extent and for the purpose prescribedby any treaty now existing between tho government of the United Statesand the nation or nations or country of which such aliens are citizensor subjects, and may, in addition, lease for a period of three yearslands for agricultural purposes. Thus we have mado existing treaties

a part of our law, and thus have wa preserved even* right that anyforeign nation, by international contract, has insisted upon preservingwith our national government. Tho treaty of 1911 with Japan, inreference to the citizens and subjects of each country, provides thatthey shall have 'liberty to own or lease or occupy houses, manufac¬tories, warehouses and shops; to employ agentB of their choice; to leaseland for residential and commercial purposes, and generally to doanything incident to or ^necessary for trade upon the same terms asnative citizens or subjects, submitting themselves to the laws and regu-lations there established.'
"We assume that the right of Japanese to own real property, for

the purposes described. Is absolute in our State, and we seek to dealonly with our agricultural'lands. Wo embody the treaty in our law,and we add to it permission to lease our agricultural lands for theperiod of three years.
Thinks State Open to Xo Accusation.

"Where such extraordinary care has been exercised to preserveliouor and good faith in the very words of the contract made by the
protesting nation with our own, and to do more by authorizing leases
of agricultural lands, it would seem that we ought not to be open to
any accusation of violation of treaty rights or desire to intrench uponthat which belongs alonfc to the national government or which mightbecome a matter of international policy.

"By the law adopted, wo offer no olYonse; we make no discrimina¬
tions. The offense and discrimination are contained, it is claimed,
in the use of the words 'eligible to citizenship,' and In making a dis¬
tinction between those who are eligible to citizenship and those who
are not. We do not mention the Japanese or any particular race.
The Constitution of California in 1870 made Its distinction, and there
never has been protest or objection. The naturalization laws of the
United States long since, without demur from any nation, determined
who were and who were not eligible to citizenship. If invidious dis¬
crimination wero ever made in this regard, the United States made it
when the United States declared who were and who were not eligible to
citizenship, and when wo but follow and depend upon the statutes o£
the United States and their determination as to eligibility to citizen-j ship, we cannot be accused of indulging in invidious discrimination.
May 1 venture to call to your attention the Immigration laws now
pending In Congress, which passed both houses of the last Congress,
where apparently certain classes who shall be excluded from our coun-
try are described as 'persons who cannot, become eligible under exist¬
ing laws to become citizens of the United States'? At this very mo¬
ment the natlona'l Legislature, without protest or objection.indeed, it
is published in California by express consent.Is using the terms that .

are claimed In California's law to be offensive and discriminatory.
"At least three States in the Union have In the past enacted laws

similar to the contemplated law of California, and the enactments of
those other States have been without objection or protest. That the
protest is now made In respect to California but emphasizes the acute-
ness of the problem confronting California, and demonstrates that
California Is differently viewed than other States of the Union, and th^tif discrimination exists, It is discrimination against California.

Xo Offense Can Be Justly Taken by Any N'ation.
"Wo Insist that justly no offense can be taken by any nation to this

law, and more particularly does this seem to ua clear in the Instance
|" (Continued on Second PajfeO


